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Mission                        
To enhance the legal representation of the life 
insurance industry by fostering scholarship 
and community  among its members.  Our 
goal is to improve and enrich our skills in an 
atmosphere  of collegiality among diverse 
members who possess a wide range of skills, 
perspectives, experiences and aptitudes.  
As professionals, we have in common the 
primary focus of providing counsel to the life 
insurance companies for whom we work.  

History
The first meeting of The Association of 
Life Insurance Counsel was held in 1913 
and established one of the legacies of the 
Association: that of presenting papers and 
programs that contribute meaningfully 
to the literature and law of life insurance. 
ALIC continues to uphold this tradition by 
hosting an Annual Meeting each year that 
offers seminars to keep its members abreast 
of the latest developments in life insurance 
law and practice as well as maintaining a 
robust web-site populated with materials 
relevant to the industry and, more recently, 
regional meetings of members to provide 
focus on particularly important life insurance 
industry issues. The Association is unique; its 
members have always demonstrated a level 
of scholarship and experience which enables 
them to provide each other with helpful and 
cooperative educational and social discourse. 

Our Story
Membership
The qualifications for membership are 
established by the ALIC Constitution 
and Bylaws. Membership is open only to 
individuals, not firms or organizations.  
Membership is limited to those lawyers 
who meet basic criteria associated with 
the representation of the life insurance 
industry, as well as demonstrated scholarship 
and overall experience in the practice of 
law.  Details on the specific criteria for 
membership are set forth below.   

The Annual Meeting
Each year ALIC holds an Annual Meeting 
during which leaders in the field of life 
insurance share presentations and papers 
that serve as resources for years to come. The 
Annual Meetings offer not only an excellent  
opportunity for enhanced professional 
development in the life insurance field, but 
also time for members to reconnect with 
colleagues and develop relationships that 
will be an ongoing resource in their careers. 
The Annual Meeting provides a unique and 
invaluable opportunity for General Counsel 
to spend time with peers and have candid 
discussions they cannot have anywhere else.



The Benefits of Being a Member
An understanding of your work, because 
it’s our work
The products and services offered by life insurance companies are a 
cornerstone of the national economy, and an important foundation 
for the stability of American and Canadian families. Because this work 
touches so many aspects of another’s life, you must keep abreast of an 
intricate set of rules and regulations. ALIC members help each other 
do just that.

Top-notch continuing legal education 
programs
Only ALIC focuses on the life insurance bar. For each Annual Meeting, 
we invite industry leaders to facilitate plenary and breakout sessions 
and to present papers that are relevant to lawyers advising life 
insurers. Session attendees earn CLE credits.

True inclusiveness and diversity
ALIC prides itself on its inclusiveness and diversity—we embrace 
differences in order to gain and share new insights, experiences, and 
perspectives to better our industry and those who work in it.

Professionalism and collegiality in the  
truest form
You’ll have an immediate connection with men and women of all ages 
and professional perspectives in our industry. Although ALIC members 
work for companies that compete, all share the desire to further the 
education and professional development of the life insurance bar by 
assisting other members when appropriate. It is also a hallmark of the 
Association that “the briefcase is checked at the door.” In other words, 
while members are involved in ALIC matters, their first interest is that 
of the Association, not their company’s or their firm’s. In furtherance 
of that interest, no company or firm may sponsor events in connection 
with the Annual Meeting, or give gifts with a firm logo. The Board is 
cognizant that, at many bar association meetings, marketing efforts 
have the unintended effect of dissuading in-house counsel from 
attending, and the Board wishes to avoid that effect. The policy also 
relieves members in private practice of the responsibility of engaging 
in marketing efforts while at ALIC meetings.

Resources you need
ALIC has served members for more than 100 years. Members have 
access to papers that have made meaningful contributions to life 
insurance law, as well as to online community discussions surrounding 
corporate, tax, insurance, investment, litigation, and securities topics.

What Our Members  
Are Saying…

“I have found two very significant 
benefits to being an ALIC member 
and attending the meetings: 
the networking contacts are  
invaluable and the topics covered 
at the meetings focus directly on 
issues of relevance to us every day 
and are covered in-depth and from 
a practical approach. You just can’t 
get that at other seminars even 
when they are ‘specific’ to our 
industry.”

– Deborah Bello, Vice President and Chief 
Legal Officer, Insurance, The Prudential 

Insurance Company of America

“ALIC is truly special. Many of my 
deepest professional bonds are 
with fellow ALIC members. And no 
other organization or conference 
provides outside counsel in this 
industry with such valuable 
insights into how best to serve our 
clients.”

– Cynthia R. Shoss, Partner,  
Sutherland Asbill and Brennon



Criteria for Membership
An applicant to become a member of ALIC  must be engaged in the 
practice of law in the United States or Canada either:

• As home office counsel of, or as a lawyer in private practice who
represents, a legal reserve life insurance company and who meets
the criteria below; or

• As home office counsel of a non-life insurance company affiliated
with a legal reserve life insurance company and who meets the
criteria below; or

• As a member of the legal staff of a recognized insurance industry
association operating in the general field of legal reserve life
insurance as shall be approved by the Corporation’s Board of
Governors (the “Board of Governors” and each member thereof, a
“Governor”) and who meets the criteria below.

AdditionAl CriteriA:

An application for Active Membership shall also provide 

1. A concise account of the applicant’s professional education and experience 
(minimum of five (5) years in practice of law as home office counsel/
minimum of ten (10) years in practice of law as private practitioner) and 
shall be submitted to the Secretary-Treasurer of the Association. 

2. A lawyer in private practice shall be eligible for Active Membership 
provided the lawyer devotes more than one-half of his or her practice 
time to providing legal services to one or more legal reserve life insurance 
companies or one or more recognized insurance industry associations 
operating in the general field of legal reserve life insurance. 

3. The applicant must also supply evidence of active involvement and
leadership in the life insurance industry, scholarly contributions (such
as seminar participation and publications) to the life insurance industry
or to ALIC and/or a specialized expertise in the life insurance industry.

4.  All applications must be supported by a letter proposing the applicant
for membership from an Active Member who is home office counsel of 
a legal reserve life insurance company or a member of the legal staff of a 
recognized insurance industry association operating in the general field of 
legal reserve life insurance, and the letter should address the requirements 
set forth above.

To begin the membership application process, you should, in conjunction with 
your proposing Member, download and complete the  application found at 
www.alic.cc or call 614-221-1900. When complete submit the Application 
with the supporting letter to ALIC (address below).  Applications are reviewed 
by the Membership Committee and submitted to the ALIC Board of 
Governors for final review and approval. 

Frequently Asked Questions
does it make sense for a law department or 
firm to have multiple ALIC members?
Absolutely.  ALIC has several shared-interest 
groups which include: Regulatory, Tax, 
Corporate, Securities, Litigation, and 
Investment. These groups have breakout 
sessions at the Annual Meetings, and a number 
of law departments and firms send enough 
lawyers every year to cover several meetings 
… and to get to know their peers. ALIC is the 
only organization that offers General Counsel 
business and legal information on topics 
spanning a company’s entire platform. In 
addition, discounts for the Annual Meeting 
fee may be available for multiple members or 
meeting attendees from the same company 
or firm.

How much does ALIC membership cost?
The current membership fee is $275 per year. 
In addition, members find one of the principal 
benefits of membership to be attending 
the Annual Meeting each May. The Annual 
Meeting registration fees for members and 
non-members (who may attend only if invited 
by members) are posted on the ALIC website. 
Every effort is made to select accessible, 
attractive venues and negotiate attractive 
room rates. Visit www.alic.cc for information 
about our next Annual Meeting and other 
educational offerings as they are added. 
Many members view ALIC as a cap to their 
career—an incredible reward  to join and attend 
the meetings. Not only do members get the 
chance to network with other professionals 
at the Annual Meeting, but they also take 
advantage of our online forums. Members log 
on to ALIC’s secure website where they can 
take part in private discussions about topics 
of particular interest. These forums allow 
members to engage with knowledgeable 
professionals in their field and gain insight 
from those with different experiences. 
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